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Abstract 
Environmental education starts within the family with the birth of the individual and continues throughout his primary and higher 
education. However, environmental education cannot be limited to formal educational institutions since an individual also 
acquires awareness through his social life and his social relationships. In this context, the media is an important tool in 
environmental education. It may even be thought of as a kind of school. In Turkey, discussions of the concepts of environment 
and environmental awareness are a very recent development.  Therefore, Turkey's experience in environmental education is fairly 
new. While primary school provides a semi-planned environmental education, it is obvious that in institutions of higher education 
environmental education is not adequate at all. Even though there are a great number of organizations engaged in environmenta l 
issues, their environmental education activities are inadequate. The purpose of this study is to examine Turkey's environmental 
problems and how environmental awareness and education is conducted; to address the economic, social and communicative 
dimensions of environmental education; and to evaluate the media's contribution to environmental education and to 
environmental awareness.  
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1. Introduction 
The objective of actions taken to protect and develop the environment is enabling people to live in a healthier and 
safer environment. Environmental education consists of development of environmental awareness in all segments of 
society, which, by raising environmental consciousness in individuals, instills enduring behavior in them. It 
encompasses, too, the preservation of historical and cultural values and those pertaining to nature. Moreover, it 
involves the active participation in activities involving the environments. The fundamental objective of 
environmental education is fostering environmental awareness in all segments of society and inculcating positive 
enduring behavioral changes. According to the Tbilisi Declaration 1977 (GDRC, 2011), which was a product of the 
 on environmental education, the goals of environmental education are: 
 To foster clear awareness of, and concern about, economic, social, political, and ecological interdependence 
in urban and rural areas; 
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 To  provide every person with opportunities to acquire the knowledge, values, attitudes, commitment, and 
skills needed to protect and improve the environment; 
 To create new patterns of behavior of individuals, groups, and society as a whole towards the environment.  
Therefore, getting all individuals in society to receive environmental education is critical. The media are an 
effective means of calling attention to environmental problems, making the public aware of the problems created by 
pollution and, hence, can be instrumental in creating public pressure to do something about them. Scientific reports 
emphasizing the threats climate change and the energy crisis pose to the future of the planet, and developments in 
environmental technology and the activities of civil society organizations enable the media to more closely monitor 
the environment.  In this context, the media's main task in the environment is not only informing the public about 
environmental issues and covering its response to them, but also raising awareness and educating people.  
The discussion of the environment, environmental issues and concepts of environmental awareness got off to a 
very late start in Turkey. Therefore, Turkey's experience in environmental education is fairly new. Together with 
 
However, the present capacity of the media to contribute to environmental education, as is the case in other social 
issues, has not been sufficiently utilized. In this study, the characteristics of environmental education in Turkey and 
the media's role in environmental education are discussed. 
2.  Environmental Problems in Turkey 
Turkey has one of the highest rates of population growth among OECD countries. According to United Nations 
population estimates, Turkey's population is expected to climb to 92 million by 2025. This offers the potential for 
additional environmental problems in the future. In addition to such urban environmental problems as  irregular and 
unplanned urbanization,  the growth of slums, increased construction of concrete structures,  infrastructural problems 
and  solid waste disposal, the rapidly increasing number of  gold mines, nuclear power plants and hydroelectric 
power plants in rural areas make even more clear the severity of environmental problems in Turkey. The risk is so 
great that in recent years, the environmental movement has quickly become more widespread, especially in those 
areas.  
According to the Environmental Performance Index, compiled by the Yale University and Columbia University 
Center for Environmental Law and Policy Center for Earth Science Information in 2010, Turkey had an 
Environmental Performance score of 60.4 and ranked 77th out of 163; in the category of  Environmental Health, it 
scored 74.45, indicating good performance score. However, it had a score of only 46.3 on the Ecosystem Life index. 
(EPI, 2010). 
3. Environmental Education in Turkey 
Environmental education in Turkey can be grouped under three main headings: formal education, informal 
education and in-service training. Formal education is conducted through environment-related curriculums at the 
pre-school education, primary, secondary and higher education levels. These programs incorporate general 
environmental concerns, human-environment relations, environmental issues, as well as the concept of 
environmental awareness.  Informal training involves education of and the raising of conscious in individuals 
outside the formal educational system. 
The public in urban and rural settings fall under the purview of informal education. In-service training involves 
employees, managers and public officials in the public and private sectors. Universities have courses on the 
environment designed to educate and inform young people.  These courses fall under the headings of Ecology, 
Environmental Issues, Environmental Law, Environmental Philosophy, Ecosystems, Environment and Human and 
Environmental Studies. In recent years, Faculties of Communication have begun offering such courses as  
"Environmental Journalism," "Environmental Problems and the Press," which aim at training journalists that know 
more about and are more aware of and sensitive to the environment. 
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 The contribution of voluntary organizations is crucial, too, in environmental education. Voluntary organizations 
in Turkey working on environmental issues include: the Environment Foundation of Turkey, Turkey's Nature 
Conservation Society, World Wildlife Association, Turkey and the Research Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion 
Environmental Education, and the Environmental Problems Foundation of Turkey. 
4. Legal Foundations of Environmental Education in Turkey 
Article 56 of the Constitution of Republic of Turkey states, "Everyone has the right to live in a healthy, balanced 
environment.  It is the duty of the state and the citizens to improve the natural environment, and to prevent 
environmental pollution. Thus, there is a constitutional basis to the protection of the environment. This article was 
prepared under the direction of the 1983 Environment Act, addresses all aspects of an ecological system, including, 
but not limited to air, soil and water. The Seventh Five-Year Development Plan, entitled Environmental Report of 
Special Commission on the Environment on  Public Opinion in Turkey, which was prepared in 1994, includes plans 
for proper understanding, skills, attitudes and behaviors to exhibit within the scope of formal and informal education 
 
5. Environment and the Media in Turkey 
It is clear that large media bodies have a great role to play in the creation of social awareness of environmental 
issues in Turkey. According to research conducted by the Statistical Office of Turkey in 2010, of the written media, 
there 2780 newspapers and 2679 magazines published in Turkey. Of the newspapers published, 90 percent are local, 
3.3 percent are regional and 6.7 percent are national. Of the journal published, 35.8 percent are local, 7.2 percent are 
regional and 57 percent are national. Ten of the newspapers and 106 of the magazines published have 
Living/Environment as their theme . Environment-related publications include Green Atlas Magazine, 
the Atlantic Journal, Journal of Science and Technology, Science in Child Magazine, Life Magazine and the REC 
Wheat Ecological Green Horizons Magazine.  
Many programs, discussions and documentaries on the environment are broadcast on national and local television 
channels and radios. However, viewer ratings tend to be low. The use of the Internet and social media has climbed 
significantly in Turkey in recent years. According to the Information Society Statistics of the State Planning 
Organization in 2011, the rate of Internet use in Turkey last year was 41.6 percent (DPT, 2011).  Studies show that 
Turkey, which has a young population (mean age 29.2), is one of the countries in the world using social-sharing 
networks the most. Hence, the potential for the Internet to be used in raising environmental awareness in young 
people and in education has been raised. The fact is that there are many Internet sites and social networks dealing 
with environmental issues. Environmental websites and social networks provide a medium for informing users about 
the environment and a platform for sharing ideas and debates.  
A variety of media-supported environmental education projects are being implemented in Turkey. For example, 
the Dutch government is supporting the MATRA project, on which a team of communication specialists and 
environmental engineers examining people, the environment and air pollution in terms of public awareness work. 
For this purpose, documentaries, newsletters and web sites are being prepared for primary school children as 
introductory courses .  
 
6. Conclusion 
The environment is a social policy area, which means that the greatest responsibility for lays with the state. 
However, the duties of single individuals, voluntary organizations and institutions are not to be discounted. The 
priority of state environmental policies should be on education. There are major shortcomings in environmental 
education policy in Turkey, which must be eliminated. Because environmental problems are global, global solutions 
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have to be found. Accordingly, it will be beneficial for Turkey to engage in international cooperation and participate 
in global environmental educational programs. Communication with respect to the environment needs to be carried 
out, beginning at the local level and reaching national and international proportions. Projects should be developed 
that incorporate the principle of life-long educational programs regarding the environment. In short, communication 
at all levels  local, national and international  is essential when it comes to solving environmental problems. 
 Not enough space is being devoted in the media in Turkey to the topic of the environment. When it is, there is a 
tendency to approach environmental issues from an alarmist perspective rather than a scientific one. In order for the 
media to be more sensitive to the subject of the environment in Turkey, journalists specialized in environmental 
issues need to be trained. The state is working with voluntary environmental organizations, in the areas of training 
and awareness-raising and promotion activities, and is using the resources of the print and broadcast media to do so. 
For example, environmentalists as a means of 
pursuing their struggle against the establishment of hydro-electric plants, and can be viewed on the Internet, has 
been very effective in making the public more aware of the impact of hydroelectric power plants on the 
environment. 
In this context, priority should be given to the developing the expertise of journalists in environmental issues.  An 
example of this type of initiative is the REC (Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe)-
Turkey, which carried out the "Environmental Journalism Training" workshop. In addition, as stated above, the 
spread of such courses as "Environmental Journalism" in faculties of communication is a positive development. 
Similarly, increased training and education of journalists and experts, as well as increased interest and awareness is 
important for the public. The media should be used more effectively in environmental education and opportunities 
for increased media involvement. Instilling environmental awareness in children through attention-grabbing and 
entertaining educational programs in the media should be prepared. Environmental issues need to be placed on the 
social agenda, public awareness has to be raised, and environmental education needs to be provided to media 
organizations, as well. To do this, universities and environmental organizations must cooperate and develop joint 
projects. 
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